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Overall Comments !
Thanks Dora for sending your first submission. You’ve clearly approached the 
unit with enthusiasm. Continuing in this manner will help you to learn 
successfully and allow you to push yourself into new areas in order to really 
stretch yourself. 
When you receive this report, I suggest that you go through it carefully and 
make notes about it. You will also find it useful to comment on the various 
things I have included links for. Those responses can then go into your 
learning log. 
I won’t necessarily comment on everything in the portfolio and learning log, 
but you can apply many of the suggestions I do make across the submission.!!
You may want to get credit for your hard work and achievements with the OCA by 
formally submitting your work for assessment at the end of the module. More and more 
people are taking the idea of lifelong learning seriously by submitting their work for 
assessment but it is entirely up to you. We are just as keen to support you whether you 
study for pleasure or to gain qualifications. Please consider whether you want to put 
your work forward for assessment and let me know your decision when you submit 
Assignment 2. I can then give you feedback on how well your work meets the 
assessment requirements." !
Feedback on assignment  
The images you have submitted show you are thinking in creative ways and 
are willing to test out different locations and poses. You may need to further 
consider the lighting and other techniques to vary the focus within the images. !
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Just as a practical thing, for your next assignment can you label each image 
with a number or letter so it is easier for me to refer to them individually in my 
report. Thanks. !
I am interested by the fact that you have chosen to set each image inside a 
black outline with a white border. What effect do you think that has? !
All your images have quite a small depth of field (the amount of the image that 
is in focus). This might be your developing style or it might be to do with low 
lighting, which can sometimes lead to grainy images. This might be intentional 
but if it is, you should reflect on this in your log and explain how this works as 
an intentional part of the image. !
The image which is very tight on the boys face & 
The image of him laid on the grass with his eyes shut -  
These both have strong contrast with dramatic tones. However as the depth 
of field is very shallow, I wonder if you have fractionally missed the right focal 
point for the image? The nose and mouth in both images are more focused 
than the eyes, which draws us to that part of the image. Generally it is good 
practice to focus on the eyes, even if they are shut, as this is the natural focal 
point of the face. Also the detailed part of his top in the bottom left corner is 
also really clear and focused which tends to pull the viewers eye out of the 
photo.  !
The image where he holds leaves in front of his face -  
This shows a creative use of props which creates a personal and playful 
image. The deep contrasting tones between the leaves and the face produces 
a strong look with an interesting composition. The detail of the veins on the 
leaves stands out, and that really draws my attention, but again the eye is 
perhaps not as focused as it could be. !
The image with the aqua blue colour t-shirt, echoes the colour of his eyes, 
which works well. Here you have controlled the focus to give a relaxed 
informal image but with good contact on the eyes.  
The shadow under the left eye is perhaps a little harsh though? Could it have 
been avoided with a reflector, or even dodged out in post-production? !
In the swimming image, the blue cast makes me shiver with cold and again 
shows an interesting idea for different ways of working with your model. !
I like the composition of the mirror image, but the image is very grainy, due to 
the low light. Perhaps if the reflection been sharp and clear this would have 
potential to draw the audience into the image even more. You can explore the 
use of ISO settings on your camera and either reflectors or additional subtle 
lighting to help. !!!!



Learning Logs or Blogs/Critical essays  !
Your blog seems well organised, and shows you are working carefully through 
the course, which is good. You will find it useful to explore a wide variety of 
portraiture styles through looking at different photographers and then adapt 
them into your own work. I will recommend some later in the report. !
Exercises: 
Scale and setting -   
You use interesting and different set ups for each image. Sometimes it is 
useful to pull back as well as in close with each shoot to get the right shot and 
give yourself a range of images each time to choose from. !
Experimenting with light -  
You have used a creative and wide range of experiments here.  Just be aware 
that when using different lighting conditions, particularly back lighting, you can 
end up losing some of the detail of the face in shadow - you mention getting a 
reflector which will help with this. The image taken with the reflector stands 
out as being well balanced and shows a good connection to your sitter. Also 
make sure to use a tripod in low lighting situations to keep pin sharp images. 
You may also want to look at the ISO function on your camera to help with this 
too. !
Focal length -  
This is a fun set of images.  When adding a filter it is useful to state what you 
have done and why, what does the yellow cast add to these images? Maybe 
you were trying to give a nostalgic feel or create a summery mood? You don't 
say anything about these images - try to give some indication as to whether or 
not they capture what you were aiming for. Discuss which out of the set you 
feel works best and why. You might want to discuss the specifics of 
composition and colour as well as the models pose or the narrative in the 
image.  !
An active portrait -  
You seem unsure about this. A child playing would be an active portrait. 
Usually this expression means photographing a person while they are 
engaged in a specific activity, rather than siting and posing for the camera. As 
the photographer it is about getting the balance between directing your 
subject and moving around them while they are doing the task.  
Of the 2 images you include, the portrait format image works better than the 
landscape format image. It is better lit and has a real strong sense of the 
person being lost in the activity - strong detail and tone really keep you 
focused on his face. This is a lovely image. !
Eye contact and expression -  
You clearly enjoy working with children and they can be challenging in terms 
of keeping them still and maintaining focus. You talk about being 
uncomfortable with a tripod - I know it takes some getting used to (I often 
used to find myself wishing to leave it behind to allow me more flexibility) but 



you will find it helps to capture sharper images in low light situations such as 
this. The image you like best certainly has great expression and captures a 
moment, but seems to lack a real sharp focus. !
Pose and stance - A very bold t-shirt which does distract from the face, but  a 
good range of poses, don't worry about it feeling spontaneous yet, that will 
come with more practice. The main thing is to keep pulling back as well as 
moving in, practice getting a wide range of shots from each situation and 
photo shoot. !
Suggested reading/viewing  
Potentially there are some tutorials on this site about a wide range of 
photographic techniques which you might find interesting. This one deals 
specifically with portraiture and lighting outside and briefly covers ISO 
function. 
http://photography.tutsplus.com/tutorials/creating-lit-portraits-during-the-day--
photo-17143 !
Here is a link to a website with useful tips on photographing children 
http://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-photograph-children/ !
You might also look at some of  Yousuf Karsh’s portraits, to explore how much you 
can convey about a person through relevant objects. 
http://www.karsh.org/#/the_work/portraits !
Pointers for the next assignment 
You will need to think about backgrounds in the next assignment: People Unaware. 
As you will potentially have less control over your subjects, it is generally more 
useful to find interesting venues and follow the movement of people through a 
space.  
It might be useful to look at Philip Lorca diCorcia who produces some very 
dynamic, interesting and at times controversial street photography.   
http://www.thecollectiveshift.com/show/portfolio/diCorcia !
Mary Ellen Mark has a different approach and although many of her subjects are 
aware, her compositions, use of location and story telling might be something that 
you find useful to consider. !
You could also look at Martin Parr’s street scenes and of people unaware. 
http://www.martinparr.com/recent-work/recent-work-2/ !!
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